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Among the many individuas and groups who are seeking to see the Lord restore fully His
divine plan and order for the church there is a congtant need for sdf examination and prayer that
our hearts may be congtantly open to the revelaion of His Spirit in this hour. There is greet danger
in coming to the place where a person or group feds that they “have the answer” to dl the
guestions concerning the Lord's pattern for His church and close themselves to further revelation.
| have read much from different authors and have sought the Lord much in His Word that | might
know His perfect plan and will for this time in human hisory when we are facing the
consummetion of al things

Recently | was meditating in the presence of the Lord and was suddenly made aware of
an important “due” which | believe will unlock some of the questions concerning the Lord's
pattern for His church in this end time. Generdly spesking most of those who are “moving o’ in
that which the Lord is reveding in this hour are convinced that the church must be restored
according to the “pattern’ laid down in the New Testament. Most men and groups who see this
“viso’ refer varioudy to the “New Testament Church,” “New Testament Pattern’ etc. to
indicate their belief and desre to see the gpostolic pattern of the church restored in this day.
Much emphasis is put on the “pattern” which is seen in the book of Actsaswell asin the writings
of the gpostle Paull.

Let us say a the outset that there is a great difference between knowing a “pattern” and
seeing that pattern actudly fulfilled in experience. The gpodtle Paul was given the revelation
concerning the church apart from any human instrumentdity. An embryonic form of the life and
nature of this church is reflected in His writings to the various churches. But did Paul ever see that
which was reveded to him come to its mature state? This is the crux of a very important clue
which the Lord is row making known. If Paul did not, neither those who followed after him, then
we have no complete example in the book of Acts or any other place in the New Testament of
how a fully matured church should function! We mugt redlize that the church as God has
purposed never came to fullnessin the days of the apostles or after, nor hasit yet cometo
its fullness. This smply means that we have no absolute pattern (as far as the “letter” is
concerned), neither a complete example of a church functioning as God wantsit initsfullness We
can say that we have a basic or “embryonic” pattern in the writings of Paul, and a partid example
in the book of Acts. But to draw absolute and find conclusions concerning how the church should
function today from these New Testament “patterns” is not possible.

How then can we lead into that perfect life and order which the Lord certainly wants for
His church today? There is no other way than by revelation of the spirit to those the Lord has
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chosen to bring about the restoration of His church - the present day apostolic and prophetic
minidry. To say that the Lord could reved His mind to Paul and other apostlesin that day and not
reved His mind to those chosen in this day is to limit the sovereignty of the Lord over His church
and limit the guiding power of the Holy Spirit. An gpostolic and prophetic ministry submitting
themsalves completely to the mind of the Spirit and to the authority of Chrigt isthe only answer to
the restoration of the New Testament church in this day. By this, | do not mean that what the
Lord is reveding will in any way contradict that which He has made known to us in both the
“letter” and example of the church in the New Testament. But a further revelaion is needed in this
hour to amplify, darify and further develop that which we have in the New Testament. In other
words the church of today must have a “living word’ and “living revelaion” from a “living Lord”
who is the Head of His Church in this day that that which is seen in its infancy and immaturity in
the New Testament may come into its maturity and fullnessin thisday.

Before going further, let me say that | believe we must first go to the New Testament and
get our foundationd principles and sense of direction before we can go further in the
underganding of the Lord's will for His church. What is basic and foundationd is dways so.
“Other foundation can no man lay than that which & lad which is Christ Jesus.” Has not Paul
given us both a foundation and basic view of the “church which isHis body” in Ephesians 4:1-16.
Here he presents both the means and the goa of that which is to come forth in His fullness. We
see men who are “gifts’ to the church to bring that church into its perfection. Until we comeinto
the “fullness of His gature’ there must be a divindy cdled and ordained ministry to minister His
will to the Body and to cause the Body to “grow up into himin al things, which isthe heed, even
Chrig.” The restoration of the divine Minisry must come first. Without this minigtry, the Body of
Christ cannot be perfected. There iswhat | condder a very shortsighted viewpoint anong some
groups today who are seeking to see the “Body of Christ” come together in God's divine order.
They somehow fed that the “Body” can be perfected by just getting together and letting each
contribute what they can in sort of a “Body Ministry” without the benefit of divine ministry.
Certainly we desire to see the Body edified and ministered to by al of the members according to
the capacity that God has gven according to His gifts of grace (Rom. 12, 1 Pet.), and by means
of the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12). But Paul makes it clear in Ephesans 4:11-12 that the
ministries of apostles, prophets, evangdigts, pastors and teachers are needed “for the perfecting
(equipping) of the saints, for the work of minigtry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” Without
the retoration of the divindy cdled and ordained minigry, functioning according to God's divine
order by the leading of His Spirit unto al the congregations of the saints, there can be no
reoration of the New Testament church nor the bringing of the church to its full maturity and

perfection.

Now we come to the question as to how this Minigtry should function. Again let me say
that we do not have a complete pattern in the New Testament as far as example is concerned.
We see the church in the process of growth and development, but we never see that church fully
matured. Before the church could fully come into God's perfect order we find an gpostasy setting
in which eventualy led the church into spiritua captivity before it came to maturity. For this reason
we find the development process cut short. In the New Testament we find that the ministry of
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apostles and prophets was basic and foundationd and came first. We read much about the
ministry of apostles, some concerning prophets, and much less about evangelists, pastors and
teachers. As amatter of fact we read nothing about pastors except that they are listed by Paul in
Ephesans 4:11.

This has led some, who are looking for a perfect pattern in the New Testament, to
conclude that “pastors’ are ether synonymous with “local” dders (which we will discuss in
another article), or that the pastors and teachers are the same minidtry, since teachers are
mentioned in Acts. Could the answer to our problem be at the very point which we mentioned at
the beginning as an important clue? What is it? Is it not that we see a developmenta processin
the records of the New Testament, but that that the full development was cut short by increasing
gpostasy? With this in mind, we see coming forth at the first the ministry of gpostles and the
beginnings of the ministries of prophets, and evangdigts, but of pastors and teachers we read very
litle, because the call and development of these minigtries which was to follow the others in the
developmental process did not fully come forth!! Apostasy set in so quickly and the work of the
Spirit was greatly hindered in caling and bringing forth a matured ministry; and for lack of this
matured ministry the churches were not only hindered in their spiritud growth but were open to
the degtructive tactics of the enemy which we read so nuch about in the New Testament. |
believe if we are honest we will see by reveaion of the Spirit that the loca edership of the
churches was quickly subverted because of the lack of ministries to guide, teach and pastor the
churches. To say that because pastors are not mentioned, except in Ephesians 4:11, that the
minidry is non-existent o thet it is swalowed up in the ministry of the locd dders is to be
completely oblivious to the fact that the early church did not fully come into the full divine order
that God had ordained. Such was to be a process of development, but the process was cut short
and subverted. God knew this would happen and dso knew of the subsequent history of the
church in awilderness of confusion and darkness. But now is the time of restoration! Should
we then expect to suddenly see a “New Testament Church’ functioning in perfect divine order?
Or must we again expect it to be a process of development and growth? Cannot we now believe
that the same Lord is till Head of His church, and that the same Spirit which reveded His planin
the beginning can guide by reveation in this hour so that we can graduadly come into the fullness of
that which He desires. The early church never came into the fullness of His perfect plan and
order. This has been reserved for this end time! Now is the time that we need to be very
careful that we do not jump to quick conclusions as if we had dl the answers. We need to walk
humbly and cautioudy before the Lord as He unfolds His divine pattern and as He is actively
engaged to develop and bring to fullness His Body in this day. We are now in atrangtion period
and we need much grace, patience, love and openness to the revelation and leading of the Spirit,
lest we miss what God is doing and stop short of the full realization of His divine plan for
His church.

There is much that the Lord is reveding concerning His minidries, and it is very evident
that He is in the process of cdling and restoring a divindy ordained ministry. Can we not then
discern a pattern in this process? We read much about the foundational ministry of apostlesin the
New Testament and Paul indicates they are the first that are “set” in the church (1 Cor. 12). This
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Is because the church had a pure beginning and could begin at the outset with establishment. But
what about now? Are people just barely getting their eyes open to the “Babylonish captivity” they
arein ready to be established by apostles? (Thisis said with reference to the generd move of the
Spirit of God now among many denominational people and not with reference to some groups
who have come out enough to be established by an gpogtolic ministry.) What we need to see, and
| believeit isin perfect harmony with that which the Lord is doing, isthat in the process of coming
out of Babylon it isthe ministry of the prophet that comesfirg. “Lift up your voice like atrumpet.”

In the process of restoring His church in this day God is raisng up first prophets (not first
in the church, but first in order of time sequence). Jesus, speaking of the time sequence of ministry
unto peoples in gpostasy, says in Luke 11:49, “There dso sad the wisdom of God, | will send
them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shal day and persecute” Note that He
mentions prophets are being raised up, but & yet, not very many gpostles. We should expect
them as more and more people begin to respond to the message of New Testament Chridtianity,
that the Lord will begin to send forth more apostles to establish and set in order His people. We
should aso expect in this process of development that gradualy more evangelists, pastors and
teachers, will begin to develop and come into their ministries that the Body of Christ can be
brought to the fullness of that which He purposes. For thistime there shal be no “cutting short” of
the development of the church by agpogtasy, for thisis the time of fulfillment. Thisisthe day when
He shdl have a*“glorious church without spot or wrinkle.”

There is so much more that could be written, but | fed constrained to draw thisto aclose
with afew find remarks. The Lord does not want His church to be guided by just the letter of that
which we find in the New Testament writings. For we do not find a complete picture therein.
There must be the living revelation of His living word through an gpostolic and prophetic
minidry. As to the functions of each of the minigtries there is so much yet we have to learn both
by revelation and experience. Therefore let us keep our hearts open.
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